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The District
With a price tag of $4.5 million, the 

four-story brick and limestone Beaux-Arts 
mansion at 2346 S St., NW in Kalorama is 
now under contract. The prospective buyer 
is former J. C. Penney’s executive Catherine 
West, who made Fortune’s 2006 list of the 
50 Most Powerful Women before being fired 
barely six months into the job. Prior to her 
short stint with Penney’s, West had been with 
Capital One, First USA Bank, Chevy Chase 
Bank FSB, and Peoples Express Airline. She is 
the great-granddaughter and granddaughter 

of a president and executive vice president of 
the Chicago retail behemoth Marshall Field & 
Co. The Embassy Row residence has oversized 
living and dining rooms, parlor, bar area, state-
of-the-art kitchen, breakfast room, mahogany-
paneled library, six bedrooms, six bathrooms, 
five fireplaces, enclosed patio and two decks – 
one with a view of the Washington Monument. 
The seller is Mark Cohen. The property was 
listed by Michael Rankin with Tutt, Taylor & 
Rankin Sotheby’s International Realty. 

The 10,600 square-foot colonial at 4815 
Dexter St., NW has sold for $3,800,000. 

Built in 2003, the seven-bedroom house with 
six and a half baths now belongs to Robert 
Wilder, who was represented by Elizabeth 
Lavette Shorb of Washington Fine Properties. 
William F.X. Moody and Robert Hryniewicki, 
also with Washington Fine Properties, listed 
the home for seller Cynthia Wilcox.

Georgie Benardete moved to London. 
By press time, international real estate expert 
Daniel Cummings and his wife Linda are 
expected to buy Benardete’s house at 1609 
31st St., NW. The elegant 4,200-square-foot, 
three-level, brick Colonial-style manse sits 

Le Printemps in a Penthouse
Beaux-Arts beauties and classic Colonials
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across from Tudor Place in Georgetown. Built 
in 1980 and recently remodeled, it has updated 
bathrooms and new wood floors. Fluted 
columns delineate the public rooms. There 
are five bedrooms and five baths, library, three 
fireplaces, and kitchen with two dishwashers, 
two ovens, two sinks and Sub-Zero refrigerator. 
French doors lead from the kitchen to the 
patio and swimming pool. The estate was listed 
by Kimberly Casey and Daryl Judy (who were 
named the number one team at Tutt, Taylor 
& Rankin Sotheby’s International Realty for 
2007). The dynamic duo had the property 
under contract in just one day with an asking 
price of $3.4 million. Tutt, Taylor & Rankin’s 
Michael Rankin assisted the Cummings. 

Washington Fine Properties realtor Jim Bell 
and mortgage banker Mark Scott have sold their 
three-level penthouse, #2C (listed at $2,395,000), 
in the Ritz-Carlton Residences at 1155 23rd St., 
NW. to Mark Weinstein, executive director of the 
Washington National Opera. The couple now 
intends to purchase 2118 S St., NW from Pauli 
and Grant McClanahan. The $1.5 million house 
has four bedrooms, three and a half baths, a media 
room, a library, and a living room that opens onto 
a balcony with stairs leading to the garden below. 

Maryland 
Amy Weber Dice and Kenneth E. Dice, 

III sold their five-bedroom home at 6922 
Woodside Pl. in Chevy Chase to Primacy 
Closing Corp. for $2.24 million. The sale 

comes in the aftermath of Ken’s decision to 
leave his position as executive vice president 
of marketing with Discovery Communication 
in favor of becoming Nike’s vice president 
of USA brand management. The couple are 
graduates of the University of Notre Dame, 
and she is a former associate publisher for 
People magazine. They now reside in Oregon. 

Virginia
On March 3, Audi’s Marc Trahan and his 

wife Jane acquired an 11-acre horse farm 
in Purceville. The property, located at 18137 
Oakridge Hamlet Pl., includes a five-
bedroom with four and a half baths, office, 
great room and walkout basement with theater 
and exercise area. The seller was Remax realtor 
Diana Austin, who was asking a mere $950,000. 
Kimberly Casey and Daryl Judy with Tutt, 
Taylor & Rankin Sotheby’s International 
Realty helped facilitate the sale.

Tutt, Taylor & Rankin Sotheby’s 
International Realty’s Kimberly Casey and 
Daryl Judy were the listing agents for 303 
Mansion Drive in Alexandria. By press 
time, this property should belong to Moira 
and Timothy L. Buzby, VP/controller of the 
Federal Agriculture Mortgage Corporation. 
Mark Souder of Coldwell Banker is their 
selling agent. The property is the estate of 
Mary Workun Covell, who died last October 
at age 89. She was a chairwoman of the 
National Cherry Blossom Festival, a fundraiser 

for the American Red Cross and the widow 
of Howard V. Covell, a deputy chief of the 
D.C. police. During World War II she did 
administrative work at the Pentagon and 
it was there that she met Brigadier General 
Richard B. Moran and his wife Thelma T. 
“Tillie” Thickins, from whom she eventually 
purchased this house. Tillie and her husband 
regularly entertained high-ranking military 
officers and their wives, and Mrs. Dwight 
Eisenhower was a frequent visitor. When the 
Thickins’ marriage ended in 1948, Mrs. Covell 
acquired the house with the understanding that 
Mrs. Thickens would always have a place in it. 
On December 8, 1970, Mamie Eisenhower, 
recounting the old days, wrote the following to 
her: “All we women of the war era seem to be 
greatly scattered, and, of course, some of [us] 
have passed on, but I will always be grateful 
to you for your hospitality … We enjoyed 
your lovely house and garden.” Thickens died 
on February 3, 1984. Built in 1936, the four-
bedroom house retains its original hard wood 
floors and architectural flourishes. It is priced 
to sell at $1.3 million.  

WL regrets omitting Julia Diaz-Asper of Tutt, 
Taylor & Rankin Sotheby’s International Realty as 
the primary selling agent for 3017 O St. NW in 
March’s Real Estate News.

Please send real estate news items to  
columns@washingtonlife.com.

Above, left: Daniel Cummings and his wife Linda are expected to buy 1609 31st St., NW. Above, right: The three-level penthouse, #2C, in the Ritz-Carlton Residences at 1155 23rd St., NW
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WATERGATE
Elegant renovation 
of this 3,060 sq ft 
unit overlooking 
garden/pool/
river.  Master 
suite with double 
closets, padded 
silk walls and 

imported bathroom tiles & fixtures. Custom-made 
Italian Gourmet kitchen w/top of the line appliances. 
$2,250,000.
Julia Diaz-Asper 202.256.1887

MCLEAN
Magnificent 
chateau built 
with exceptional 
craftsmanship
and design.
Extraordinary and 
elaborate details 
throughout. A 

rare offering.  $17,500,000.
Ruth Ellis-Morillo 703.582.4254

KALORAMA
Exceptional, 
Federal row house 
nestled along 
Rock Creek Park 
has 3 levels of 
living.   Perfect 
home & garden 
for entertaining 

and is close to Embassy Row and downtown. 
Parking. $1,250,000.
Kimberly Casey 202.361.3228
Daryl Judy 202.380.7219

KALORAMA 
HEIGHTS
Perfectly sited on 
an exclusive two 
block street in one 
of Washington’s 
most desirable 
neighborhoods.  
This 3-story 

residence has exceptional style and grandeur, great 
privacy, terraces and pool. $10,000,000.
Jonathan Taylor 202.276.3344
Michael Rankin 202.271.3344

GEORGETOWN 
This handsome 
federal townhouse 
in the heart of the 
East Village is rich 
in architectural 
history and details.  
There are spacious 
rooms for elegant 

entertaining, a divine third floor balcony from which 
you can enjoy the views and a lush garden & patio on 
the main level perfect for al fresco dining. $2,495,000.
Julia Diaz-Asper 202.256.1887

WEST END
Magnificent 
penthouse unit is 
in the exclusive 
Ritz-Carlton. 
World-class 
service, a 24-hour 
concierge, valet 
parking, in-home 

catering, and a top-rated fitness center. $3,400,000.
Jonathan Taylor 202.276.3344
Michael Rankin 202.271.3344

PENN QUARTER 
Large 2 bedroom 
2 bath with views 
of the historic store 
fronts on 7th street 
includes Brazilian 
cherry hardwood 
flooring & on-site 
garage parking in 

the full service Residences at Gallery Place. $615,000.
Jeffrey Lockard 202.246.3344

CHEVY CHASE
Exceptional estate 
in the heart of 
Chevy Chase 
Village directly 
across from Chevy 
Chase Club. Built 
in 1927 by noted 
Washington, D. C. 

architect, Waddy B. Wood. $4,600,000.
Michael Rankin 202.271.3344
Jonathan Taylor  202.276.3344 

LOGAN/
U STREET
Unquestionably 
dramatic & truly 
refined with 20 
foot ceilings, entire 
walls of glass & 
carrera marble 
baths this modern 

masterpiece by Robertson Development includes, 
parking, 2 bedrooms + Den & is a block to Metro. 
$859,000.
Jeffrey Lockard 202.246.3344

MASSACHUSETTS 
AVENUE HEIGHTS
Impervious 1929 
construction with 
meticulous renovation. 
Considered the best 
floor-plan for today’s 
active lifestyle. 
Perfectly sited on 

private cul-de-sac with commanding views. $8,300,000.
Carroll Dey 202.320.0441 
Greg Gaddy 202.421.4734 

FOREST HILLS
Designed by award-
winning architect Travis 
L. Price III, AIA. Executed 
in the tradition of Frank 
Lloyd Wright, this residence 
offers approximately 11,000 
square feet of luxurious 
living space in a spectacular 
setting. $4,950,000.

John Mahshie 202.271.3132
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GEORGETOWN
In the heart of 
Georgetown’s 
Business District 
and close to the 
Potomac River, 
this exceptional 
commercial 
opportunity is 

concealed behind a turn-of-the century rowhouse. 
The completely renovated interior is comprised of 
two levels and a front terrace. Location is ideal for 
gallery or office desiring visibility and foot traffic. 
$999,000.
Dave DeSantis 202.438.1452


